
        
 

SAVE  THE  DATE!!  
 

Fire Prevention Institute 
October	  17-‐20,	  2016	  -‐	  Campbell’s	  Resort	  ~	  Lake	  Chelan	  

	  
	  

Join us at Campbell’s Resort in Lake Chelan for the annual Fire Prevention Institute. This 
conference focuses on important prevention and strategy issues facing fire officials and will include 
essential training hours needed for code recertification.  WSAFM will issue ICC Credits!! 
 
Please contact Campbell’s at (800) 553-8225 for lodging reservations.  Please be sure to provide 
registration code #345804.  Room rates will be based on the government per diem rate in effect 
October 1, 2016.  In order to receive this special rate, reservations must be made by September 
15, 2016. Once this date has passed, or the room block has been filled, you will need to find 
alternate lodging.  
 
Registration Fees: 

♦ Full Conference - $385 - (Includes 2 breakfasts, 2 lunches and Banquet) 
♦ Single Days (Tuesday, October 18, and/or Wednesday, October 19) - $130/per day 

(Tuesday includes breakfast & lunch; Wednesday includes breakfast, lunch and banquet) 
♦ Half Days on Monday, October 17, or Thursday, October 20 - $90/per day 
 (No meals included in half day registrations) 
 

OPENING KEY NOTE: 
 
 Joe Torrillo - Former Lieutenant with the New York City Fire Dept. 
 
On September 11th Joe was buried alive when the first tower fell, was rescued and moved to a 
“safe” place, and then was buried again when the second tower fell. Joe speaks across the United 
States to all types of companies and associations, but his favorite groups to speak for are groups 
of fire related organizations.  He has general programs with topics of Leadership and Teamwork, 
etc., as well as more specific fire related programs such as:  
 Understanding and Assessing Life Safety in Buildings 
 The Most Infamous Fires in the USA, and What We Should Have Learned 
 Saving Lives Through Public Education	  

	  
LEADERSHIP KEYNOTE:	  
	  

Dennis Mitchell – Inspiration + Motivation + Action = Success!                                                 !  
 
This closing keynote presentation is based on learning by doing.  Research shows that success is 
achieved when we are actively engaged in the learning process which is why Dennis uses 
storytelling, group interaction, humor, and experiential education exercises designed to take you to 
the next level of excellence.  You will be able to take the information, strategies and best practices 
learned during The Fire Prevention Institute, strengthen your leadership skills and be motivated to 
have a greater impact in your communities.   You are guaranteed to laugh till it hurts, get out of 
your comfort zone and get your annual leadership prevention “check up from the neck up!”   

 
FIRE INVESTIGATOR TRACK: 



 
Case Forensics - 3D Laser Scanning on the Fire Scene - A brief overview of the 3D Laser 
Scanning session will be presented to demonstrate fire investigators how they can benefit from the use of 
3D Laser Scanning of the fire scene.  The uses of the scanner will be presented to the group, and a 
demonstration will be conducted during the session.	  
  
Tommy Sing, Quest Fire Analysis: 
o Origin Development – This program lays the basis of the requirements for origin 

determination.  It addresses the four key aspects of determining origin found in NFPA 921 and 
details how to thoroughly document and extract data which will assist in developing 
hypotheses and ultimately determining the origin. 

 
o Heat & Flame Vector Diagrams – This is a process that can be used to prove sound 

methodology, as well as assist the testifying expert explain their opinions to a jury who is 
unfamiliar with fire science.  As with the Depth of Calcination, this course is hands on, 
participants will receive handouts of diagrams and will walk through a compartment fire placing 
vectors on identifiable patterns.   

o Depth of Calcination - Depth of calcination is one of the few areas in which measurable data 
can be derived from thermal damage.  The course will address what dehydration of gypsum 
wallboard is, reliability of this dehydration process, measurement techniques, and the 
production of usable graphs to produce in a report or for court.  After the course a dropbox 
link to a video presentation on how to compile measurements into an Excel spreadsheet to 
render professional diagrams will be made available.  This link will remain active indefinitely	  

	  
	  
FIRE PREVENTION TRACK:	  

	  
Eric McWhirter – Flexible Hoses 101……………………………………………………….101….….. 
Upon completion of this course, each participant will understand the history of flexible drops and how 
modern innovation is revolutionizing this fitting category with new technology. 
At the end of this course, learners will be able to: 
 Identify the various designs of flexible hoses and comprehend the important differences in how they 

perform 
 Recognize and inspect properly installed flexible hoses 
 Comprehend the hydraulic performance of flexible hoses 
 Locate technical support information for flexible hoses 
 Comprehend why flexible hoses are an important component in fire safety 

The course study is taken from the following code references: 
NFPA 13 6.1 
NFPA 13 6.1.1.1.1 
NFPA 13 9.2.1.3.3.2 
NFPA 13 9.2.1.3.3.3 
NFPA 13 9.2.1.3.3.4  

                                                                             
Robert Ferrell – WSRB Ratings……………………………………………………….101 
This class will cover who, what, why, when and how of WSRB and the ratings they produce. Topics discussed 
will include the history and structure of WSRB, effect of ratings on insurance, basics of how ratings are 
developed, how fire prevention activities factor into ratings and a question and answer session. 

Stephen Hrustich – Key Components to Driving CRR Success in Your Organization101 
Community Risk Reduction carries a wide array of variables that have a direct impact on the organizations 
ability to find success in this arena.  Understanding the critical components of organizational structure and the 
data created by the agency are paramount to setting the CRR cornerstone. These elements support a positive 
CRR culture and drive initiatives that create levels of sustainability necessary to meet the changing needs of 
the community.  Building organizational support for CRR can be a stumbling block for many departments 
incorporating these goals into their mission.  Knowledge and application of these concepts helps develop the 
interagency communication and key leadership roles for success. 
Learning objectives: 
 Identify agency driven impediments to developing successful and sustainable CRR initiatives. 
 Distinguish various data elements derived from organizational mission and their relationship to CRR 

objectives. 
 Analyze organizational makeup and its impact on the successful application of internal resources.  
 Define the benefits of incorporating data driven intervention strategies bound by organizational resources. 
 Evaluate alternatives that integrate and promote strong communication and leadership across the 

organization. 
 
 
 

 
T. Short/J. LaFlam – How to Prepare Your Jurisdiction for Installing Residential Fire Sprinklers 



When asked what is standing in the way of installing fire sprinklers in single family homes, what do builders, 
contractors and water purveyors list as their main obstacles?  Learn some of the surprising (and not-so-
surprising) answers in this presentation.  

The Washington Fire Sprinkler Coalition has developed a Best Practices Guide to assist every jurisdiction in 
establishing an efficient, effective permit review and inspection program for home fire sprinkler installations. 
The class will focus on submittal requirements, permitting, design, installation and acceptance testing. The 
“Best Practices Guide” utilized feedback at forums with builders, sprinkler contractors, plumbers, water 
purveyors and AHJs. Whether you intend to pursue a residential fire sprinkler ordinance or not, this class will 
help you establish practices that will improve efficiency and customer service. 

This presentation is being sponsored by the Washington Fire Sprinkler Coalition, which has a mission to 
provide residential fire sprinkler education to everyone in Washington. The Coalition intends to provide a series 
of classes designed to prepare your jurisdiction for a statewide residential fire sprinkler requirement. You are 
encouraged to join and participate in the coalition’s work to promote sprinklers in all newly built homes.  

Kenneth Harding - Spears FlameGuard CPVC Inspector/Plan Check Training Program 
This class will provide the attendees with the opportunity to learn the proper Inspection, Plan Checking, 
Testing, Handling, and Installation of CPVC fire sprinkler pipes, fittings, and valves.  It will review the Listing 
and Approval applications while addressing key points of the Spears Manufacturing FlameGuard FG-3 CPVC 
Fire Sprinkler Products Installation Guide.  The program will also include discussions on the related codes and 
standards (NFPA 13, 13D and 13R) governing the installation of residential and light hazard fire sprinkler 
systems	  
 
Andrew Minister, Pacific NW National Laboratory, NFPA 45 – Science Classroom Fire Safety 
Every year, many students are burned or injured during science demonstrations performed in close proximity 
to students and something goes wrong spraying burning flammable liquids on the students.  In November 
2013, the US Chemical Safety Board published a safety video to highlight the problem and to urge the school 
administrators to implement changes to protect the students.  Since then, there have been at least 8 additional 
events that I am aware of, that have injured more students. This subject was the topic of an article that was 
published in the September/October 2015 edition of the NFPA Journal titled “Unsafe Science”.  NFPA 45-2015 
edition has a new chapter that focuses on preventing these accidents and minimizing the hazard to the 
students.  The presentation will discuss the problems causing these events, and will present controls and 
methods that need to be implemented to prevent the injuries along with meeting the new requirements that are 
retroactive for schools. 
Learning Objectives: 
 Learn about the numbers and types of accidents that have occurred in school science laboratories. 
 Understand how students are being burned or injured during demonstrations using chemicals. 
 To know and understand what the retroactive requirements in NFPA 45 -2015 edition will do to protect 

students from the hazards of accidents associated with chemicals used during demonstrations.  
 To understand the need to get the new operational safety requirements in NFPA 45-2015 edition adopted 

in every state to provide enforceable requirements to prevent student injuries during laboratory 
demonstrations. 

 
. Chris Christopoulos, Lebanon (NH) Fire Department -Portable Pipelines for the Fire Inspector 
As the use of natural gas becomes more common in areas not serviced by a traditional pipeline, fire 
inspectors need to be aware of the safety features, installation, and testing requirements of the fixed site 
systems and equally important, be able to identify the different types of transport vehicles being used to 
transport, store, and offload Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) and Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG).  This program 
is designed to help fire inspectors increase their awareness of the new energy technologies designed to bring 
low cost effective fuels throughout the United States and the Fire Code implications related to construction of 
new bulk fill and end user sites. As with all flammables there are hazards and risk to the transportation of 
these products. But they are no more hazardous than the next fuel delivery system. 
	  

PUBLIC EDUCATION TRACK:	  
 
Emily Braucher, ReFresh Communications - Our Brains and the Challenge of Inclusivity   
If we want to enhance our effectiveness as risk reduction practitioners, we need to constantly examine our 
limitations. When we think of limitations, often we think of tight budgets and insufficient time. However, a 
commonly overlooked limitation lives inside of us: our thoughts. Our brain habitually drives us towards feeling 
comfortable and into situations that are familiar. When we are uncomfortable, our thoughts can tip us off into 
downward spirals of irritation, frustration, and anger. These emotions seem to give us an excuse to distance 
ourselves from people or groups of people that set off this cycle. In this session, Emily Braucher looks at how 
our knee jerk thoughts can limit our ability to be effective educators without us even realizing it. Calling upon 
the fields of cultural competence, neuroscience and conflict resolution, she will share a method to monitor our 
personal vital signs for becoming overly reactive and redirect ourselves to connecting with people who 
historically set us off. 
 
Objectives: 

• To examine miscommunication 
• To differentiate between a reactive internal state and an empathic state 
• To enhance competence for teaching risk reduction to people from diverse backgrounds 

Emily Braucher - The Box Game – A Hands-on Exploration of Cultural Competence   



This session will enable participants to experience how quickly judgement arises under pressure; to analyze 
how cultural miscommunication happens and how to avoid it, and to understand the implications of lacking 
cultural competence. 
 
Best Practices Symposium………………………………………………………………………..  
This symposium is open to anyone who coordinates the public education for their department.  Whether you 
are new to the field or a seasoned educator, this workshop is for you.  Attendees are encouraged to bring their 
ideas, teaching tools, and giveaways for an interesting and lively interchange.  All participants will be given 
time to share or highlight their successes in fire prevention education.  Attendees will gain insight from local 
and state programs as well as opportunity to network with each other on the design and delivery of prevention 
initiatives. 
 
J/ Weekes / H. McCurdy, West Pierce Fire & Rescue – Social Media Day-to-Day and in a Disaster 
This presentation will show the audience how using social media day-to-day can be different than when used 
in a disaster. It will also demonstrate how to use social media effectively as a marketing and information tool, 
and explain how social media use can differ when used during a disaster, sharing lessons learned from the 
Okanogan County Wildfires in Washington State. 
 
 
Joe Torillo – Saving Lives Through Public Education……………………………………………………  
When NYC was typically experiencing between 300 and 400 fire related deaths every year for the past 
century, it seemed normal or inevitable that this would continue to occur. Recuperating from a near career 
ending injury, Joe was assigned to assist with the New York City’s Fire Department’s fire safety education 
program.  Having very limited knowledge of this part of the fire service, Joe saw an opportunity to use his 
creativity, passion and knowledge of building construction and redefine the messages and the modes of 
delivery for life safety instruction. Because of aggressive fire safety initiatives, fire fatalities in New York City 
have dropped to levels that no one ever thought attainable. 
 
In this session, Joe explains all of the methods that have made New York City the model city across the world 
in regards to a public fire safety program.  As one of the few survivors, and the only one to survive the collapse 
of both Twin Towers, there are very few people who take fire safety as seriously as Joe. 
 

Stephen Hrustich – Measuring Success in Fire Prevention Programming…………….………g…. 
Prevention programs often forgo important evaluation tools and strategies used to measure the success of 
our efforts.  We often misunderstand the process of evaluation because of the mystery and difficulty in 
measuring what doesn't occur.  Understanding and implementing evaluation measurements can dramatically 
influence both performance and efficiency in program design, implementation and results.  Participants will 
gain a valuable understanding the stages of the program evaluation cycle and how to utilize data-driven 
decision making to develop effective, sustainable programs. 
-Day and in a Disaster 

Rick Freier, Spokane Valley Fire Dept. – Scientific Method for Youth Intervention (Middle School) 
We use the scientific method every time we make a choice.  For example; When we are hungry we identify 
the problem, when we look in the refrigerator or cupboard, we are collecting data, when we analyze the data 
by comparing what sounds good to eat, when we decide what sounds good to eat, we develop an hypothesis 
on what will solve our problem and then we test the hypothesis by taking a bite.  If that does not fix our hunger 
(problem) we try something else.    
 
Objectives: 

 Be familiar with the steps of the scientific method:  
Identify the problem, collect data, analyze the data, develop a hypothesis, and test hypothesis 

 Understand the 3 categories of fire causes: 
Incendiary, Accidental, and Natural  

 Understand that a true scientist is honest when they use the scientific method and there will be times 
when you will not be able to solve the problem.   

 Understand why the fire department uses the scientific method to investigate how a fire started and 
understand that the ultimate goal is to prevent fires from happening.	  	  

	  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

	  	  	  	         
 
 
 

	  


